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‘There is a certain wisdom of humanity…which our ordinary education often labours to silence and obstruct’. So wrote Emerson in an essay on Over-Soul (extract overleaf). It was said of Emerson that: ‘he belongs to the Neoplatonic Succession’. He came to the Greeks through the translations of Thomas Taylor, and he marvelled that in England Taylor was so little known, ‘while in every American library his translations are to be found’ (said to Wordsworth in English Traits).  

The task of introducing a spiritual dimension into ‘ordinary education’ is the subject of a talk to be given by Dr Josie Gregory on 17 February.  It is followed in March by a day on St Bonaventure with Dr Joseph Milne. 
The programme meanwhile opens with Greek for real beginners, given by Christine Spillane. Later in the year the Greek theme continues with sessions on The Odyssey and Greek worship.

The AGM of The Fintry Trust took place on 3 November at Fintry; a report on the proceedings is available at Fintry.
The Fintry Trust Website
If you haven’t yet visited the Fintry Trust website, please do. It gives an idea of the charitable activities of the Trust, lists events and describes the Trust. The site includes some photography intended to convey the atmosphere at Fintry and to give an identity to the study programme. Among other features, it has pages for articles and comments, and previous newsletters. See:  www.thefintrytrust.org.uk.
The Shrine of Wisdom website (www.shrineofwisdom.org.uk) is gradually adding to its archive of magazine articles (see overleaf).

(Once you have typed in these website addresses, add them to your ‘favourites’ so that you can find them again easily; alternatively click to the right of the address bar to find them among your recently visited sites.)

Reading the Mystics: 
a course in Mysticism and Religious Philosophy

Throughout history there has existed an unbroken chain of teachers and philosophers who have taught the same universal truths. The course will look at these ideas, approaching them through the known great texts, and reflecting on what they say about the nature of mankind, the nature of the world, and its Creator.

It is intended that students should develop a familiarity with individual mystics, mystical movements, and their historical emplacement. A vocabulary of terms (e.g. ineffable, noetic, transcendental, etc.) will be built up over the sessions, along with typical symbols and metaphors. 
Tutor Julie Parker 
The course starts Wed 10 Jan and runs for 10 weeks 

19.30 – 21.30 at Hilderstone College, Broadstairs, Kent 


Learning Ancient Greek

A chance to sample the language of Socrates, Plato and Homer. We will start with the alphabet, and in no time will be reading real (albeit adapted) Greek. 

Speaker: Christine Spillane, (OU/University of Cambridge)
Sat 20 Jan 2007   10.00 – 16.00              Entrance: £20

Bring packed lunch, drinks provided. Please note early start time

*   *   *   *   *

Spirituality in a Post-Secular Age              

A talk on spiritual development and facilitation in higher education, the cultural and social imperatives influencing this ‘new’ post-secular approach, and the transpersonal and mystical traditions which inform it.

Speaker: Dr Josie Gregory, University of Surrey
Sat 17 Feb 2007   14.00 – 15.30               Entrance: £5
*   *   *   *   *

The Mystical Theology of St Bonaventure

Speaker: Dr Joseph Milne, University of Kent

Sat 31 March 2007   10.00 – 16.00        Entrance: £15

Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. 

*   *   *   *   *

Library Days

The Fintry Trust library is open all day on the following Saturdays: 
20 January, 17 February, 3 March, 21 April, 19 May. 

10.00 – 17.30                                            Fee: Donation
Please bring a packed lunch, drinks provided. 

*   *   *   *   *

Venue: 
Fintry Retreat House,

 
Brook, nr Godalming, 

Surrey GU8 5UQ 

(Tel 01423 682621    e-mail fintrysec@btinternet.com)

Travel details overleaf
Future dates include: 
5 May
Odysseus and the Return of the Soul 



- Murray Morison and Martha Lyn

25 – 27 May
Open Retreat
9 June

Worshipping the Deity: the role of cult statues in Ancient Greece  - Frances Eley

22 July
The Library at Alexandria 



- Patricia Johnson

22 – 27 July

Library week
Recordings 

A CD version of Mystical Poetry and Prose has been added to the list of existing titles. It required skilled and painstaking work to produce the CD, and thanks are due to Sylvia Cartner for her work on this and on the CD of Four talks, a recording of  Alvin Langdon Coburn speaking about his meetings with famous writers & musicians.

Other activities

Martha Lyn gave a talk on meditation entitled: From Darkness to Light on behalf of the Fintry Trust at Bosham House (The Hamblin Trust) on 25 November. 

Library 

The Fintry Trust Library contains over 4,000 volumes of a religio-philosophical nature with works from the great world religions and religious thinkers. It has an extensive collection of Thomas Taylor translations of Greek philosophers, works in the Platonic and Neoplatonic tradition, and on the mystics. Among its holdings are a notable collection of books relating to Welsh history, language and culture and the Celtic tradition.  In addition to the Library Days listed overleaf, there is also access by arrangement on weekdays.
	   We live in successions, in divisions, in parts, in particles. Meantime within man is the soul of the whole; the wise silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related; the eternal One…
   Some thoughts always find us young, and keep us so. Such a thought is the love of universal and eternal beauty. Every man parts from that contemplation with the feeling that it rather belongs to the ages than to mortal life. The least activity of the intellectual powers redeems us in a degree from the conditions of time…
   With each divine impulse the mind rends the thin rind of the visible and finite, and comes out into eternity, and inspires and expires its air. It converses with truths that have always been spoken in the world…
   There is a certain wisdom of humanity which is common to the greatest men with the lowest, and which our ordinary education often labours to silence and obstruct. The mind is one, and the best minds who love truth for its own sake, think much less of property in truth. They accept it thankfully everywhere, and do not label or stamp it with any man’s name, for it is theirs long beforehand, and from eternity…
   The soul is superior to its knowledge; wiser than any of its works…
   The soul gives itself, alone, original, and pure, to the Lonely, Original, and Pure, who on that condition, gladly inhabits, leads, and speaks through it …  Behold, it saith, I am born into the great, the universal mind. I, the imperfect, adore my own Perfect Pattern. I am somehow receptive of the great soul, and thereby I overlook the sun and the stars, and feel them to be the fair accidents and effects which change and pass. More and more the surges of everlasting nature enters into me, and I become public and human in my regards and actions. So come I to live in thoughts, and act with energies, which are immortal.  

                                                                                                                             -  Ralph Waldo Emerson The Over- Soul 1841 in SoW 105 1945 


The Shrine of Wisdom magazine was published quarterly from 1919 to 1947 (112 issues) at a time when access to literature of its kind was still limited. The magazine ceased publication in order to concentrate on the production of books. The Shrine is therefore a very long-standing Trust activity, and the fact that it still exists at all is due to the devoted work of a few faithful souls now departed. 

Some issues of the magazine are still available for sale, but others are not.  The latter are gradually being typed up and put on the SoW website, thus developing an online resource of public benefit.*  These articles do indeed constitute a treasury of wisdom, and are worth preserving, even though there is so much else available in the field. Below is a list of articles, Seed Thoughts and Jewels already on the website. To help with the work of scanning/typing articles, please e-mail us.    

                                                                                                    *(Emerson on Thomas Taylor, SoW 102, shortly to be added to the archive)
	no.
	year
	Titles 

	12
	1922
	History of the Golden Hermetic Succession

	15
	1923
	Symbols; Platonism as a Discipline – Thomas Johnson

	25
	1925
	Thomas Taylor, A Great English Platonist

	28
	1926
	Plato & The Human Gnostic Faculties

	29
	1926
	Proclus’ Hymn to the Muses; Clement of Alexandria, Plato & The four Inspirations I

	30
	1926
	A Study in Graphic Symbolism;  Plato & The four Inspirations II

	31
	1927
	Plato & The four Inspirations III

	37
	1928
	Damascius -First Principles; Bardic Wisdom; The Myth of Narcissus; The Platonic Philosopher’s Creed; The Emperor Julian

	51
	1932
	Dante on Freedom of Will & Judgement; Dante on Two Aspects of Man; Thomas Traherne; Ralph Waldo Emerson

	67
	1936
	The Myth of Dionysus; Albertus Magnus; Plato on the True Understanding of Things – translated by Thomas Taylor

	79
	1939
	Plotinus on Felicity – introduction by Thomas Taylor; Meister Eckhart

	101
	1944
	Divine Justice – Ralph Cudworth; Akbar; Ruysbroek; Confucius

	103
	1945
	Hermes On Piety and True Philosophy


Fintry is located in the village of Brook, off the A3/A286, south of Godalming. Driving south on the A286 from Milford to Haslemere, take the lane opposite ‘The Dog and Pheasant’ public house.  Just past the cricket ground, turn left into Church Lane. Fintry is 500 yards along Church Lane on the right. The nearest railway station is Witley, on the London Waterloo-Portsmouth line. 

Large Print version of newsletter available on request
