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Winter/Spring Programme 2011
The Trust AGM was held on 5th November at Fintry. A report on the proceedings is available from Fintry and an outline of proposed developments is being sent to subscribers. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

The Winter Study programme at Fintry includes Ken Rees speaking a talk on Celtic mythology in February, and Julia Cousins on drama and the soul in March.  Ken teaches at a number of London colleges, while Julia was trained at the Central School of Speech & Drama, and has both acted and taught drama.  

Later in the Spring, Dr Joseph Milne will be leading a study day on The Cosmic Drama in Shakespeare.   Meanwhile he is giving an evening lecture at Hilderstone College Broadstairs on Friday 28th January 2011 entitled Maximus the Confessor & the Mystical Vision of Creation.  

Kent: The next Stage 1 Reading the Mystics course starts at Hilderstone College Broadstairs Kent at 7.15 pm on Wednesday 12th January (for details email- shrine@btinternet.com).

Dorset:- For details of the next Stage II Reading the Mystics course to be held in Dorchester in the New Year, email:  RTM.Dorchester@gmail.com.
New courses: A 10-week course Rose Upon the Lips: metaphysical ideas in poetry & prose has just been completed in Kent, and in Hitchin another new course Discovering Wisdom East & West attracted 11 participants, and will be repeated in the new year. 

South Africa: A Stage 1 Reading the Mystics course has just concluded in Durban.  

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Directions to Fintry

Fintry, the headquarters of the Fintry Trust, is located in the village of Brook, off the A3/A286, south of Godalming. 

Directions: Driving south on the A286 from Milford to Haslemere, take the lane opposite ‘The Dog and Pheasant’ public house.  Just past the cricket ground, turn left into Church Lane.  Fintry is 500 yards along on the right. The nearest station is Witley, on the London Waterloo-Portsmouth line.

www.thefintrytrust.org.uk
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An Introduction 

to

Celtic Mythology

The gods and goddesses of Gael and of the Cymru owe their survival to Celtic mystical Christianity whose monks wrote down their tales from oral tradition.  Through story-telling and interpretation we will get to know something of the Wooing of Branwen, the Cauldron of Plenty, the Pigs, and more.

Speaker: Ken Rees

Sat 12th February 2011    14.00 – 15.30       

Entrance £6 

* * * * * 

Drama and the Soul

Exploring the nature and history of theatre and drama, and our relationship to them.
Speaker:  Julia Cousins 

Sat 19th March 2011      14.00 – 15.30       

Entrance £6 

Fintry Trust Retreat

Fri 11th - Sun 13th February 2011             Cost: £100

An opportunity to experience retreat life at Fintry Retreat House, following a simple daily timetable of short devotions and discussions.  

The weekend begins at 16.00 on Friday evening and ends after tea on Sunday. 
The Fintry Trust Library

The library will be open on Friday 18th March 10.00 – 17.30 (suggested entrance £7).

Readers are asked to telephone before coming, and to check that the library contains books that they would wish to read. 

The Cambridge History of Later Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy, edited by A.H. Armstrong was recently donated to the Library, and was received with thanks. 

EXCERPTS FROM CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA
Clement of Alexandria is usually described as a Christian-Platonist, but his writings represent not so much the Christian tradition as the atmosphere of learned and cultured thought of Alexandria at that period. His three principal works outline three successive stages in a philosophical presentation of Christian ethics in its early form. 
We must possess a healthy mind which is fixed on the pursuit of the Good.

For, bound in this earthly body, we apprehend the objects of sense by means of the body; but we grasp intellectual objects by means of the reasoning faculty.  But one who expects to apprehend all things by the senses, has fallen far from truth.

Real science (epistéme), which we affirm that the gnostic or mystic alone possesses, is a sure comprehension, leading up through true and sure reasons to the Knowledge of the First Cause. 
Ruling, then, over himself, and what belongs to him, and possessing a sure grasp of divine science, the mystic makes a genuine approach to the truth.  For the knowledge and apprehension of intellectual objects must necessarily be called certain scientific knowledge, the function of which, in reference to divine things, is to consider what is the First Cause and what that is “by whom all things are made and without whom nothing was made”; and what things, on the other hand, are pervasive and what comprehensive, what are conjoined and what disjoined, and what is the position which each one holds and what power and service each one contributes. And, again, among human things, what man himself is, and what he has naturally and what preternaturally; and how it becomes him to do or to suffer, and what are his virtues and what his vices: and about things good, bad, and indifferent: and also about fortitude and prudence and self-restraint, and the virtue which is in all respects complete, namely, righteousness. 

Further, he applies prudence and righteousness in the acquisition of wisdom, and fortitude not only in the endurance of circumstances, but also in restraining pleasure and desire, grief and anger, and, in general, to withstand everything which either by any force or fraud entices him from the path.

He is rich in the highest degree, in desiring nothing, as having few wants, and being in the midst of abundance of all good, through the knowledge of the good.  For the first effect of his righteousness is to love to spend his time for and with those of his own kind both in earth and heaven. So also he is liberal in what he possesses: and, being a lover of all men, he is a hater of evil, and entertains a complete aversion to all inordination.

He is faithful both to himself and to his neighbours, and obedient to the commandments.




And he who, not through the commandments, but through knowledge, is already pure in heart, is the friend of God.

This is the true athlete - he who in the great stadium, the fair world, is crowned for the true victory over all passions.

-from The Shrine of Wisdom magazine No 29 1926

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

For any enquiries regarding the contents of the newsletter, please contact the Secretary, Fintry, Brook, nr Godalming, Surrey GU8 5UQ, or 

e-mail fintry.trust@btconnect.com.




  


Spiritus Sancti


From deepest dark beyond the stars


   arrayed through time and space


the ties that bind us gathered here


   and brought us to this place





Enfolded in the mystery


   of nothing, without name,


from spark of pure celestial fire


   arose the living flame





As gems set in a diadem,


   a self-reflecting whole,


each life the shining facets of


   one universal soul





A miracle of transience,


   a tender, precious thing,


a dance as light as stirs the air


   upon an angel’s wing





With every step a harmony


   unheard yet everywhere,


with every thought a promised land


   and every breath a prayer





Who feels, who knows, who understands,


   who cares and who decides,


enfolded in the mystery


   the truth within us hides





In making sacred what we are,


   a willing sacrifice,


the seeds of love that we have sown


   shall bloom in paradise   


David Grant


Reading the Mystics course, Dorset 2010














