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The Autumn programme at Fintry includes a Study Day on Saturday 1 October entitled The Cosmic Drama in Shakespeare led by Dr Joseph Milne of the University of Kent, which will consider the underlying spiritual themes in Shakespeare’s plays, and how Shakespeare presents the ascent of the soul to self-knowledge.

In Kent on Saturday 22 October Jean Paul Jeanrenaud and Dr Sally Jeanrenaud will be leading a two-part day seminar entitled The Business of Biodiversity. Jean-Paul Jeanrenaud is Director of Corporate Relations for the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) International and Dr Sally Jeanrenaud, formerly Coordinator of the Future of Sustainability Initiative at IUCN, is now an independent consultant on development and the environment and a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Exeter Business School. The overall theme of the day is that eco-awareness need not be contrary to good business practice. They will also be leading a weekend retreat at Fintry 14-16 October with the theme A Renaissance of Values.
Courses in Kent
Title











Tutor

Rose Upon the Lips  

- metaphysical ideas in poetry and prose  

Sarah Shaw 
starts 27 Sept      19.15 – 20.45       £54
Reading the Mystics






Julie Parker

starts 28 Sept     19.15 – 20.45        £54
The Well of Knowledge

- an introduction to Irish myth




John Grigsby 
starts 30 Sept     19.15 – 20.45        £80
Venue: Hilderstone College, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 2JW
Course length: 10 weeks 
For details email shrine@btinternet.com 
A 10-week course The Origins of Mysticism is now running in Durban, South Africa, and an 8-week course on The Philosophy of Plotinus has just been completed in Broadstairs, Kent. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

For any enquiries regarding the contents of the newsletter, please contact the Secretary, Fintry, Brook, nr Godalming, Surrey GU8 5UQ (tel 01428 682621), or e-mail shrine@btinternet.com.

If you have been sent this newsletter by post, but would be willing in future to receive it by e-mail, please write to fintry.administrator@btconnect.com, giving e-mail address to be used, and putting “e-mail newsletter” in the subject line.
www.thefintrytrust.org.uk


The Cosmic Drama in Shakespeare: 
an exploration of the spiritual meaning of Shakespeare’s plays
Speaker:  Dr Joseph Milne
Sat 1 October 2011   10.00 – 15.30  
at Fintry, Brook, nr Godalming, Surrey
Entrance: £18    Please bring packed lunch; drinks provided
The Business of Biodiversity 

a two-part day seminar given by two leading international experts in sustainability
Speakers: Jean Paul Jeanrenaud and Dr Sally Jeanrenaud

Saturday 22 October 2011  10.30 – 15.00
at Hilderstone College, St Peters Road, Broadstairs, Kent

Entrance: £15 (£8 half day)
Please bring packed lunch, refreshments available during day.
Part of the Canterbury Festival
Autumn Retreat
A Renaissance of Values
In contemporary life we seem to be experiencing a crisis in values.  There sometimes appears to be a reluctance to teach values or to assert authority.  Are there universal and timeless values?  We will look at the wisdom traditions in exploring these ideas.
Fri 14 - Sun 16 October 2011             Cost: £110
at Fintry, Brook, nr Godalming, Surrey
The weekend begins at 16.00 on Friday evening and ends at 4.00 pm after tea on Sunday. 
Plato and the Human Gnostic faculties
The most vital question which any system of philosophy is required to answer is whether truth is attainable by the human soul.  Truth may be defined as the conformity of thoughts to things, of the order of ideas to the order of existences. Certitude, or the conscious attainment of truth, is reached when the correspondence between existing things (or actual events) and the ideas and causes behind them is fully realized, and when the relations between the subjective and the objective, the inner and the outer, the above and the below, are perceived by the intelligence in such a way that they can be accurately demonstrated. Man is not only a physical body: he has a spiritual as well as a corporeal nature and lives in the world of ideas as well as in the physical world; hence he has faculties which enable him to contact that which 
is noumenal, ideal, and subjective, just as he has faculties which enable him to contact that which is phenomenal, actual, and objective. To establish fully his capacity for attaining truth it is necessary to know the nature of the human gnostic faculties and the objects to which they address themselves, and to prove that these faculties are completely reliable when used for their proper purposes.

In a profound passage of Plato’s Republic he classifies the faculties by which the soul gains knowledge, together with the divisions of the field of the knowable to which they severally address themselves.  He divides the whole sphere of things into two sections: that of the intelligible and that of the visible or sensible. Each of these he again sub-divides into two, thus splitting up the whole field of that which is knowable into four regions. The soul has four faculties corresponding with these regions:-pure intellect or Noesis (the exercise of Nous), reason or dianoia, belief or pistis, and inference or eikasia. 
Beginning from below, the first objects of knowledge are the images and impressions of things which are contacted by the senses.  Each separate sense contacts a different quality of the object perceived: the sight its colour and shape, the touch its texture, and so on.  All the senses, as such, are passive, but the respective faculty of inference or eikasia has an active quality.  It

is the faculty which announces to the consciousness the nature of the image as a wholeness.  By itself, although perfectly reliable within the range of its proper objects, eikasia is not adequate as guide to the ordering of life, because it is purely instinctual and can only draw inferences from the data with which the senses supply it.  It does not have the capacity to distinguish an object from its image or to state which is the reflection and which the original. 
This capacity to distinguish belongs to the faculty above eikasia which Plato calls pistis or belief.  This is the faculty which announces to the consciousness that certain things are so.  In dealing with concrete objects it can distinguish them from their images.  It is the natural tendency to accept that which is presented to the mind.  It is opinion based on the evidence of the instincts and senses and is sometimes called the estimative faculty, because in using it the mind decides by a species of selection or irrational judgement as to the degree of truth contained in any statement.  Its sphere is that of concrete facts and the objective realm generally.  It is able to know that a thing is but not to announce why it is.

The cause or reason which lies behind any event or phenomenon is not concrete but abstract, and consequently the faculty which deals with the reasons of things must belong to the division of the intelligible.  It is because man is a rational or reasoning being that he is able to ascend from effects to causes and embrace with his consciousness both the objective and the subjective.  The lower sub-division of the intelligible is the sphere of dianoia, which is the discursive reason.  Reason is able not only to deal with concrete objects and by inductive processes to extract, as it were, the ideas which they express and arrive at a conclusion or generalization, but also to deal with ideas in themselves and by deductive or eductive processes to arrive at further ideas. The first may be termed the logical reason, the second the dialectic reason. In a mathematical demonstration certain self-evident facts are assumed as first principles and a chain of reasoning is extended from these until a conclusion is reached. 

But even the knowledge obtained in this way is not characterized by absolute certitude, because, as Plato points out, the facts or axioms which are assumed in the first instance are not related to their own first principles, but are assumed as the first principles of the demonstration. Hence in order to reach absolute certitude we must ascend to the highest sub-division of the intelligible realm, the contacting of which is effected by noesis or the exercise of pure intellect or Nous. The exercise of Nous in its highest aspect completely transcends the processes of the discursive reason, for at its summit the dialectic reason verges to pure spiritual intuition, which is the subjective contemplation of real universal ideas.  

When the ability to relate all things to a few abstract ideas is gradually gained, and when these are related to the One Idea which is the Thought of God itself, Noesis or spiritual intuition becomes more and more a permanent possession and there dawns upon the consciousness the vision of Absolute Truth.
adapted from SoW magazine No 28 (1926)
SoW articles are available online at:- www.shrineofwisdom.org.uk
*   *   *   *   *   *   *

A therapeutic community has been established at Channings Wood prison in Devon, part of a programme called Belief in Change that enables prisoners to explore faith traditions with the aim of helping them develop personal meaning in their lives and so reducing re-offending.  Each prisoner lives in the community within the prison for a year leading up to their release, and are then supported for up to a year by a mentor on the outside. The Channings Wood programme organizer is setting up a library for the community there relying entirely on donations, and hopes to include at least one copy of all the spiritual classics and books on spiritual development in general.  If you are able to donate even just one book to the library, it would be welcome.  Please contact her at fran-1@hotmail.co.uk.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Recycle4Fintry

Funds are currently being raised for the Fintry Trust by recycling old mobile telephones, inkjet and laser/toner cartridges.  If you would like to help by donating any of these, please go to www.recycle4charity.co.uk, where you can register and find the Fintry Trust listed among the beneficiaries.  The procedure is quite easy to follow. 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *

Fintry, the headquarters of the Fintry Trust, is located in the village of Brook, off the A3/A286, south of Godalming. Driving south on the A286 from Milford to Haslemere, take the lane opposite ‘The Dog and Pheasant’ public house. Just past the cricket ground, turn left into Church Lane.  Fintry is 500 yards along on the right. The nearest station is Witley, on the London Waterloo-Portsmouth line.















